
Hospital of the Month

PAGE 20 May/June 2008 Hospital Newspaper - CT

Eligibility
Children up to age 18 are eligible for care at Shriners
Hospitals for Children if, in the opinion of the physicians,
there is a reasonable possibility they can benefit from the
specialized services available. Admission is based solely on
a child’s medical needs. A family’s income or insurance status
is not criteria for a child’s acceptance as a patient.

Treatment
Nineteen Shriners Hospitals provide care for congenital and
acquired orthopaedic conditions, four hospitals provide acute
and rehabilitative care for burn injuries, three hospitals pro-
vide rehabilitative care for children with spinal cord injuries,
and the cleft lip and palate program is expanding to multiple
Shriners Hospitals. Some Shriners Hospitals offer care for
more than one care specialty.

Orthopaedic Care
Shriners Hospitals for Children has been a leader in pediatric
orthopaedic care since 1922. The hospitals specializing in

orthopaedics are dedicated to providing medical and rehabili-
tative services to children with congenital deformities,
problems resulting from orthopaedic injuries and diseases of
the musculoskeletal system.

Burn Care
The Shriners Hospitals specializing in burns have been
leaders in burn care and research since opening in the mid-
1960’s. Treatment is provided for burn injuries and related
scarring, along with physical and emotional rehabilitation.

Cleft Lip and Palate Care
Cleft lip and palate was added to the health care system’s
treatment disciplines in 2005. Services available at Shriners
Hospitals fill the need for coordinated, comprehensive
multidisciplinary care for children with this condition.

Research
Shriners Hospitals for Children is dedicated to conducting
innovative research to provide answers to complex medical

difficulties affecting children. Shriners Hospitals’ contributions
to the medical community not only benefit our patients,
but contribute to the overall knowledge for the care and
treatment for a wide range of pediatric and adult conditions
worldwide.

Education
Shriners Hospitals for Children is proud of its role in
medical education. In the past 20 years, more than 8,000
physicians have received residency education of post-
graduate fellowship at Shriners Hospitals. By maintaining
relationships with more than 60 medical teaching facilities
worldwide, Shriners Hospitals for Children fosters an
academic environment committed to providing high-quality
medical care to all patients.

Applying for Care
For information about how to apply for care or to refer
a patient, please visit www.shrinershospitals.org for
a complete list of hospital locations. Cont. on page 23
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Shriners Hospitals for Children in Springfield. Shriners Hospitals for Children in Boston.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is a one-of-a-kind international health care system of 22 hospitals dedicated to improving the lives of children by providing
pediatric specialty care, innovative research and outstanding teaching programs. Children up to age 18 with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries,
and cleft lip and palate are eligible for care and receive all services in a family centered environment at no charge regardless of income or insurance status.

Two of the 22 hospitals are located in Massachusetts and provide services to children from all over New England and beyond. The Shriners Hospital in
Springfield provides orthopaedic care to children with problems of the bones, muscles and joints. It is conveniently located just minutes from the Connecticut
border at the crossroads of Interstate 91 and the Mass Pike. The Shriners Hospital in Boston is a premier pediatric burns facility providing comprehensive
acute, reconstructive and rehabilitative care to children with burn injuries. Conveniently located off of Route 93, the Boston hospital is affiliated with
Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. Both hospitals provide inpatient and outpatient care to thousands of children each year.

For more information or to make a patient          
referral visit shriners4kids.org or call:
800-322-5905 - Springfield, MA for orthopaedics 
800-255-1916 - Boston, MA for burns
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Hospital Newspaper highlights one hospital per month as the centerfold feature.
Great way to get information about your facility to interested readers.

* To become a supporter, hospitals must agree to place a minimum amount of advertising.

For more details contact Jim Stankiewicz at 845-534-7500 Ext 219
jim@hospitalnewspaper.com

You can mail your application to:

HOSPITAL NEWSPAPER, 1 Ardmore Street, New Windsor, NY 12553
or you can fax it to us at: 845-534-0055

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Hospital

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Contact

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone Number Contact Fax Number

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Email Address

YES!
Our hospital is a supporter* of Hospital Newspaper we would like our
facility to be considered as Hospital of the Month in an upcoming edition.
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Carrie's sparkling eyes and wide smile shinewith the charisma and drive that made the19-year-old of Dartmouth, Mass., a popularstudent and a soccer star. Her friendly humordefies the fact that she’s been through themost difficult two years of her life. Whilemost kids her age were grappling with dat-ing and homework, Carrie was workingextremely hard to recover from a devastatingburn injury and doing so with a passion.In April 2006, Carrie’s car careened off theroad and erupted into flames. She sustainedlife-threatening injuries, including headtrauma and severe burns from her chestdown. After a week in intensive care atMassachusetts General Hospital, she wastransferred to Shriners Hospitals forChildren — Boston, where she remained ina medically-induced coma for three months.“I always felt she knew I was there,” saidCarrie’s mother, Karen, who stayed with herdaughter during her entire 7 1/2 month stayat Shriners Hospital. “The hardest part whenshe began to wake up was figuring out howmuch to tell her about her injuries.” It wasa difficult and gradual process to tell theirdaughter, a soccer standout who was beingrecruited by numerous colleges; she had lostone foot, most of the other and most of thefingers on her right hand.Carrie handled the news with characteristic determination, opting to have both legs amputated
below the knee to make it easier to adjust to athletic prosthetics which, she noted, have toes that
make it possible for her to wear flip-flops.“I can even wear them in the snow and I won’t get cold,” she quipped.After several surgeries and a lengthy recuperation at the Boston Shriners Hospital, Carrie received

prosthetics and orthopaedic rehabilitation and therapy from the Springfield Shriners Hospital,
exemplifying the tremendous communication, cooperation and coordination that exist in the
Shriners Hospitals system. Throughout their ordeal, the Holmstrom family has received a tremen-
dous outpouring of support from friends, relatives and even strangers, including Matt Reis, goalie
for the New England Revolution professional soccer team. Reis was particularly touched by
Carrie’s story and has become a friend.Inspired by Carrie’s experience, a group of her soccer teammates in high school started a program
to educate teens about safe driving.Thirty-six surgeries and two years of painful recovery and rehabilitation later, Carrie is facing her
future with strength and maturity. She graduated with her class on time, walking up to a standing
ovation to receive her diploma, and looks forward to the day when she can return to the soccer field.
After taking a year off, Carrie will be attending Salem State College and living on campus in the
fall. She will major in Communications and be an integral member of the women’s soccer team.
Looking back, Carrie said. “I am a stronger person now that I’ve gone through this and I am happy
I am alive. I know that my odds of surviving were very slim.”

Defying the OddsDespite challenges, Carrie stays positive

The Boston hospital is equipped and staffed to treat
the following:
Acute Burns
Cleft Lip and PalateCongenital Ear and Hand DeformitiesCongenital Hairy NeviNon-burn Conditions Requiring Wound CarePort Wine Stains and HemangiomasReconstructive or Restorative Surgery as a result of “healed” burns

Scarring and Deformity of the FaceSevere Scarring resulting in contractures or interfering with mobility
of the limbs
Smoke Inhalation Injury
For information contact:Shriners Hospitals for Children51 Blossom Street, Boston, MA 02114617-722-3000 or 800-255-1916Please visit www.shrinershospitals.org for a complete list of hospital

locations.

The Springfield hospital is equipped and staffed to treat
the following:
Amniotic Band SyndromeBone Infection
Bowleg
Brittle Bone DiseaseCerebral Palsy (limited to related orthopaedic conditions)
Chest Wall DeformitiesCleft Lip and PalateClubfoot
Dwarfism
Foot Disorders
Genetic Counseling for Orthopaedic ConditionsHand Deformities
Hip Disorders
In-Toeing
Juvenile Rheumatoid ArthritisKnock Knees
Legg-Calve-Perthes DiseaseLimb Deficiency
Limb Length InequalityMuscle Disorder
Neuromuscular DisordersOut-Toeing
Polio Residuals
Rickets
Round/Hump BackSlipped Capital Femoral EpiphysisSpina Bifida, (limited to related orthopaedic conditions)Spinal AbnormalitiesWry Neck
For information contact:Shriners Hospitals for Children516 Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104413-787-2000 or 800-322-5905
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